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I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

pn the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

|~~[ has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b). by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may 

within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. ^9 

{T\ as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

i I because the applicant f^ed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INT-'^NATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



itematfonal AppUcatton No 

{ PCT/US 00/09542 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTEB . 

IPC 7 G06F15/02 G06F17/30 G06F17/22 606F17/21 H04N7/173 



According to tntemational Patent Qassiftcation (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (dassificatioti system followed by classification swnljolsl 

IPC 7 H04N G06F 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extern that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Bectronic data base consulted during the intemaSonai search {name of data base and. where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal, WPI Data, PAJ, INSPEC, IBM-TDB 



C DOCUMEI^S CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ' Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to daim No. 



wo 95 15649 A (DISCOVERY 
; HENDRICKS JOHN S (US)) 
8 June 1995 (1995-06-08) 
cited in the application 



COMHUNICAT INC 



abstract 



34,38, 
40-45,59 



1,2,5,7, 

10-12. 

14-17, 

19-27, 

31-33, 

62,64, 

66,67, 

69.71, 

73-75, 

77,79, 

81-83, 

92,94, 

97,104, 

105 



-/- 



Further documents are listed in rhe continuation of box C- 



ID 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



* Special categories oi cited documents : 

'A" dtxxment deffning the general state at the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

*E' eariier document but published on or after the intemaoonal 
filing date 

1' document vi^ch may throw docAjts on pncKity ctaim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of arwlher 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'0* document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

•P" document published prior to the rntemational filing date but 
iater than the priority date d aimed 



T' later document putrfished after the intemationai fifing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the appGcation but 
cited to understand the principle or tfieory underlying the 
invention 

'X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invw^tion 
cannot be considered ncvei or cannot be con^dered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

'V docunent of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

camot be considered to involve an inventive step when Vt\e 
document is combined with one or more other sitch docu- 
ments, such combination being envious to a person skifled 
in ihe art. 

document member of ihe same patent family 



Date of the actual completion ol the international search 



24 October 2000 



Date of rr.aiting of the intemationai search report 



02/11/2000 



Name and making address of the (SA 

European Patent Office. PB, 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+01-70)340-2040. Tx. 31 651 eponl. 
Fax: (4<31 -XO) 340-^16 



Authorized offfcer 



Polzer, A 



Form PCT.ISA/SlO {sscond sheet) (.July 1992) 



page 1 of 3 



INT ^NATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



tternatlonal Application No 

PCT/US 00/09542 



C,(Cominuatian) DOCUMEhfTS CONSmEflEDTO BE RELEVA»*r 



Category ' 



Citation of document, with indicati.3n. where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



page 6, line 27 -page 9, line 15: figures 
2,3 

page 10, line 9 - line 20; figure 4 
page 11, line 3 -page 12, line 1; figure 
5B 

page 15, line 8 - line 29 

page 26, line 1 -page 28, line 12; figures 

141, 14J 

page 35, line 17 -page 38, line 14; 
figures 18A,18B 

GB 2 269 302 A (MITSUBISHI CORP) 
2 February 1994 (1994-02-02) 



abstract 
page 3, line 22 
page 5, line 22 
1-4 



-page 4, line 11 

-page 8, 1 ine 15; figures 



WO 98 08344 A (SACHS JAMES : VIRTUAL PRESS 
(US); POMEROY THOMAS W (US)) 
26 February 1998 (1998-02-26) 



abstract 
page 5, line 22 
page 15, line 1 
page 21, line 5 -page 23 
68, 6C 



■page 7, 1 ine 25; figure 1 
line 21; figure 4D 

line 10; figures 



-/- 



flefevani to daim No. 



1,2.5,7. 

10-12, 

14-17, 

19-27, 

31-33, 

62.64, 

66.67, 

69,71. 

73-75, 

77,79, 

81-83, 

92,94, 

97,104. 

105 



13,18, 
34,60, 
70.76, 

loi 



page 2 of 3 



I W'INATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

itmiational Application No 



I PCT/US 00/09542 



C.(Coatin 


uation) DOCUMENTS CONSfOERED TO 8E RELEVANT 


Category " 


Citation oi document, with incfication.wtiere aj^Jropnate. of the retevant passages 


Rdevant to daim No. 


P,X 


US 5 917 915 A (HIROSE MASAKI) 
29 June 1999 (1999-06-29) 

abstract 

column 2, line 41 -column 3, line 14 
column 5, line 4 -column 6, line 51; 
figures 1-3 

column 11, line 38 -column 12, line 55; 
figures 6,8,9 

& JP 08 008853 A (SONY CORP) 
12 January 1996 (1996-01-12) 


1,2,5,6, 
10,11, 
14,16, 
17, 

19-22, 
24-26. 
28-30, 
64,66. 
67.69 



Form PCT/lSA^lO (continuaiion or s«:ory3 sneet) (Jiiy 1 



page 3 of 3 



INT'""^NAT>ONAL SEARCH REPORT 



^national Application No 
. jnnation on patent Jam i ly mem bers 

I PCT/US 00/09542 



Patent document 
cited in search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
memt)er(s) 


Publication 
date 


WO 9515649 


A 


Oft-Ofi-ioqc 

UU \J\J 1 J J J 


US 


5990927 A 










US 


5798785 A 










us 


5986690 A 










AU 


1333796 A 


ly-uo-iyyb 








CA 


2177154 A 










EP 


0732027 A 


1 Q AO 1 AOA 








JP 


9506225 T 


17 AA 10Q7 

i/-uo-iyy/ 








AU 


693148 8 


^b-uo-iyyo 








AU 


1430695 A 


19-06-1995 








BR 


9408211 A 


26-08-1997 








CA 


2177153 A 


AQ AC 1 OOC 

uo-uo-iyyb 








EP 


0732031 A 


1 Q AO 1 AQ£ 








EP 


0963116 A 


08-12-1999 








JP 


9510327 T 


14-10-1997 








NZ 


278185 A 


0 "7 A ^ 1 ArtO 








WO 


9515658 A 


AO AC "1 Arte 


GB 2269302 


A 




JP 


6046419 A 


to AO 1 A A Jl 

18-02-1994 








DE 


4323569 A 


O Jl AO 1 A A A 

24-02-1994 








FR 


2697394 A 


'OA f\ A 1 /^A Jl 

29-04-1994 


WO 9808344 


A 


26-02-1998 


US 


5956034 A 


21-09-1999 








AU 


722603 B 


10-08-2000 








AU 


4148197 A 


06-03-1998 








BR 


9713174 A 


06-06-2000 








CN 


1236450 A 


24-11-1999 








EP 


1034467 A 


13-09-2000 








JP 


2000507728 T 


20-06-2000 


US 5917915 


A 


29-06-1999 


JP 


8008853 A 


12-01-1996 



Perm PC 7/FSAy2 10 <paient lamityanneit) (July :992) 



